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PARIS MEETINGS /PLUS 

PARIS DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS 
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SUB J: DEALING WITH PRG DELEGATION ON PRISONERS 

REF: A. USDEL 15584; B* STATE 173769 ^ 


I. WITH POSTPONEMENT OF SEPTEMBER 23 MEETING , WE DO NOT 
RPT NOT WISH TO HIGHLIGHT PW ISSUE AT NEXT PLENARY, 

WHICH WILL COME AFTER MEETING OF NATIONAL LEAGUE OF PW/MIA 
FAMILIES NOW IN PROGRESS. 


2. IN VIEW OF THIS CHANGE IN PLANS, IT NOW SEEMS UNLIKELY 
THAT CONTINGENCY POSITIONS OUTLINED REF A FOR RESPONDING 
TO POSSIBLE COUNTER-PROPOSALS BY PRG WILL BE NEEDED IN 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. THEREFORE, WE ASSUME THAT THE QUESTION 
OF MEETING WITH PRG IN PARIS WILL BECOME ACADEMIC, EXCEPT 
INSOFAR AS THERE MAY BE MEETINGS OF LIAISON OFFICERS IN 
NORMAL COURSE OF EVENTS. 

3. OUR BASIC POSITION ON CONTACTS WITH PRG FOR SOLE 
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING INFORMATION ON OR ARRANGING THE 
RELEASE OF U.5. PRISONERS CAPTURED IN SOUTH VIET-NAM HAS 
BEEN SET FORTH IN STATE 289536 OF DECEMBER 19, 1968; 

PARIS 1092 OF JANUARY 24, 1969; STATE 13135 OF JANUARY 
28, 1969. THESE GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS STILL APPLY. 
ESSENTIALLY, HOWEVER, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE MEETINGS IN 
PARIS ARE CONCERNED, THE FOLLOWING TWO STIPULATIONS OBTAIN: 

A. ANY CONTACTS WITH PRG ON PW’S SHOULD RELATE 
SOLELY TO RECEIVING INFORMATION ON OR ARRANGING RELEASE 
OF U.s, PRISONERS CAPTURED IN SOUTH VIET-NAM; 


3. ANY CONTACTS WITH PRG IN PARIS WOULD BE AT SUITABLY 
LOW LEVEL (I.E., WELL BELOW HEAD OF DELEGATION). 
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4. MOREOVER, IN LIGHT OF CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES AND NEED 
TO KEEP OUR POLICY ON THIS QUESTION UNDER CONSTANT REVIEW, 

pr2i U 5 S Jn T A'2J I2 U SEEK INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE MAKING AFFIRMATIVE 
REPLY TO ANY PRG APPROACH, INCLUDING OFFER ALONG LINES 
DESCRIBED PARA 4E, REF A. 

, 5£i IG0N SHOlJLD DISCUSS FOREGOING CLARIFICATIONS WITH 
FQNOFF* 

GP-1. ROGERS 


DRAFTED BY EA : WLCUTLER 
APPROGED BY: EA: MR SULLIVAN 
CLEARANCES : U/PW: MR SIEVERTS 

S/S: MR. MILLER 


WH: MR. KISSINGER 
DOD/ISA: DR. SHIELDS (SUBS) 
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